364                                LOTH AIR.

Divine authority has perused this paper and approved it.
It is published for the joy and satisfaction of two hundred
millions of Christians, and for the salvation of all those
who unhappily for themselves are not yet converted to the
faith. It records the most memorable event of this cen-
tury. Our Blessed Lady has personally appeared to her
votaries before during that period, but never at Home.
Wisely and well she has worked in villages and among- the
illiterate as at the beginning did her Divine Son. But
the time is now ripe for terminating the infidelity of the
world. In the eternal city, amid all its matchless learning
and profound theology, in the sight of thousands, this
great act has been accomplished, in a manner which can
admit of no doubt, and which can lead to no controversy.
Some of the most notorious atheists of Rome have already
solicited to be admitted to the offices of the Church; the
Secret Societies have received their death-blow ; I look to
the alienation of England as virtually over. I am panting
to see you return to the 'home of your fathers and recon-
quer it for the Church in the name of the Lord God ol
Sabaoth. Never was a man in a greater position since
Godfrey or Ignatius. The eyes of all Christendom are
upon you as the most favoured of men, and you stand
there like Saint Thomas.'

' Perhaps he was as bewildered as I am/ said Lothair.

* Well, his bewilderment ended in his becoming an
apostle, as yours will. I am glad we have had this con-
versation, and that we agree; I knew we should. But
now I wish to speak to you on business, and very grave.
The world assumes that being the favoured of Heaven you
are naturally and necessarily a member of the Church.
I, your late guardian, know that is not the case, and
sometimes I blame myself that it is not so. But I have
ever scrupulously refrained from attempting to control
your convictions ; and tLe result has justified me. Heaven